57.    THE NATAL DIRECT-LINE INDIAN ROUTE

We are publishing in our Gujarati columns abstracts1 from two
letters from correspondents complaining of inadequate accommodation
and other inconveniences on the Natal Direct liners bound for India.
The passengers complain that latrines are bad and insanitary, deck
space is limited and uncomfortable, the holds too small to contain the
passengers accepted. There are other complaints into which we need
not enter at present. We draw the attention of the agents and the owners
of these vessels to the facts alleged, and trust that the complaints of
the deck-passengers will be thoroughly investigated and relief granted,
if the complaints are found to be true.
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88.   LEPERS9 BLESSINGS
Let us not assume that the British are happy only because they rule.
There are many other reasons for concluding that the British are happy.
We have often discussed why they are happy and why they rule.2 We
have again been led to give thought to this question by an account
we have received of a lepers' hospital. India has a large number of
lepers. We usually shun them, and keep them at a distance. There
may be some who do not behave in this way. But we do not hear of
anyone from among us coming forward to give them medical treatment
or to build hospitals for them. The task of bringing medical aid to these
people appears to have been left to the whites. The Hindus have among
them a whole class of people whom they may not even touch. Members
of this class are subjected to severe privations and hardly ever treated
as human beings. Here again, it is the Europeans who go to their rescue.
There is a place called Chandkuri in India. There, Christian
missionaries have established a lepers* hospital to which they admit
any Indian leper. According to pre-1900 census figures, there were
at least 100,000 lepers in India. Missionaries have established 50
hospitals in which they not only treat them, but also educate them
and look after their children, providing them food and clothing. They
also arrange for their schooling. Europeans go out from various
countries to take up this work, giving up their own pursuits. They
are convinced that this is the best way of serving humanity. They
1 Not reproduced here
2 Vide Vol. V, pp. 469-70 & 472 and Vol. VI, pp. 421-2.